Pathophysiology of the immune system in elderly subjects with or without diabetes and variations after recombinant interleukin-2.
This study reports two groups of elderly diabetic patients and normal subjects, with or without hypercholesterolemia and hypertriglyceridemia, who presented a decrease of the T lymphocyte-mediated function, proliferative capacity, phagocytosis, cytotoxicity and surface markers. This fall was more evident in hypercholesterolemic and hypertriglyceridemic subjects. The humoral responses and other parameters studied did not reveal significant variations. The authors also observed that recombinant interleukin-2 (rIL-2) stimulation determined a satisfactory response in healthy and diabetic subjects, while it did not normalize values in patients with altered lipid balance.